


By Yudislaidy Fernandez
Improving Miami-Dade’s quality
of life is a task some leaders are
taking on full throttle to trans-
form and beautify the county’s
communities.
For almost a decade, county com-
mission Chairman Dennis Moss
has been working hard to realize
his vision for a well-planned,
well-landscaped county with
improved gateways, more tree
canopy and better-maintained
roadways.
The county’s Community Image
Advisory Board, which he helped
form in 2000, was aimed at work-
ing with other agencies to make
aesthetic and quality of life
improvements in the community.
Mr. Moss, who chairs the adviso-
ry board, said at the beginning
one focus was improving the
major transportation arteries of
the county such as US 1, North
Kendall Drive and Northwest
27th Avenue and working with
agencies such as the Florida
Department of Transportation
and the Miami-Dade Expressway
Authority, also known as MDX. 
“We brought folks together to

create a vision to increase the
community aesthetically and
make other kinds of improve-
ments to try to make a difference
in the way the county looked and
people perceived us,” he said.
For example, the board was
involved in coordinating efforts
such as landscaping improve-
ments of I-95, from Northwest
11th Terrace to I-395, and of
replacing the “pink wall” along
US 1 just south of Brickell with
help from the City of Miami. 
Mr. Moss said working with other
agencies has helped them to think
outside the brick-and-mortar
mentality to see the real value of
landscaping in planning.
“Now they are getting so many
compliments… that they are
incorporating those aesthetic
enhancements in their projects,”
he said.
During planning for International
Pow Wow, a travel trade sales
event hosted in Miami this year,

Downtown Development
Authority Director Alyce
Robertson says, Mr. Moss got
officials from various agencies to
hop on a bus and indentify need-
ed street and landscape enhance-
ments before the big event.
Ms. Robertson, who worked for
the advisory board for three
years, said Mr. Moss is hands-on
and dedicates a lot of time to
working with the board.
Mr. Moss said: “I am going to
continue preaching that doing
this is good for the community,
adds value to properties and
sends a message that we take
pride in our community.”
The City of Miami also took a big
step this year to improve resi-
dents’ quality of life with its Bike
Miami Days, a neighborhood bik-
ing event that continues to grow
in attendance.
Ms. Robertson, the downtown
authority director, says she has
worked with Bike Miami Days
coordinator Katherine Moore
very closely and says she has
played a big role in the event’s
continued success.

An aide to Miami Mayor Manny
Diaz, Ms. Moore was given the
task to develop the mayor’s idea
for a bike event to unite the com-
munity and promote green modes
of transportation. The original
event, known as Ciclovía, was
born in Bogota, Colombia. 
Ms. Moore – along with other
city staffers and the Bike Action
Committee – worked to bring
together city departments such as
parks and recreation and Miami
Police and agencies like the
downtown authority to make the
bike event possible.
“Initially, it would be one day,
one project,” Ms. Moore says,
adding she had no idea the event
would be such a hit with the com-
munity.
Bike Miami’s popularity encour-
aged organizers to plan addition-
al events. Seven have been held
this year and they’re to return in
October.
The first event drew about 500
people, a crowd that has since
grown to more than 3,000, she
said. “Bike Miami has really
reconnected people with down-
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Katherine Moore has promoted green living and unity with Bike Miami. 
Photos by Maxine Usdan

Bill Fuller has worked to redevelop and revitalize historic Calle Ocho.



town.” 
In the private sector, some devel-
opers are also enhancing quality
of life by restoring, not tearing
down.
Bill Fuller, with roots in Little
Havana, has focused the past six
years on purchasing properties in
the historic neighborhood to
redevelop and bring the iconic
Calle Ocho alive.
“Bill has restored dozens of
homes and performed some suc-
cessful condo conversions in
District 3,” said Miami City
Commissioner Joe Sanchez. “He
doesn’t tear things down – he
takes classic old structures,
updates them and gives them a
new life.”
He has restored two classic build-
ings in the Calle Ocho corridor.
One is at Southwest Eighth Street
and 15th Avenue – now home to a
lounge and entertainment venue

and an upscale cigar shop.
Mr. Fuller says creating an entic-
ing tenant mix to bring more
tourists and locals to the area is a
key to its revitalization. 
“Some people don’t know that
75% of cigars produced in the US
are produced in Little Havana;
it’s a big industry here,” he said.
The Miami developer is now
working to create an iconic gate-
way into Little Havana by adding
colorful signage to activate the
corridor. And five months ago, he
formed the Little Havana
Merchants Association, a vehicle
to promote area businesses and
responsible development of the
neighborhood.
Meanwhile, developer Matt
Greer’s Carlisle Development
Group is helping to increase the
supply of affordable and environ-
mentally sustainable housing in
Miami-Dade and Broward.

He is seeking Leadership in
Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED)-certification for
three affordable housing develop-
ments and has what he says is a
comprehensive plan to make his
existing housing units more envi-
ronmentally sound. 
“Before most developers realized
green was going to be a staple of
development in the future, Matt
was committing his projects,
which serve low-income tenants
and are among the most efficient
units in Florida,” said Nick
Gunia, chairman of the South
Florida Chapter of the US Green
Building Council. 
But Mr. Greer doesn’t strive only
to offer tenants well-built hous-
ing. He also helps offer them bet-
ter lives.
He and his mother, longtime chil-
dren’s and education advocate
Evelyn Greer, worked toward pri-

vatizing foster care in the county
to increase its quality. 
Today, some of Carlisle’s hous-
ing developments offer housing
to young adults who must leave
foster homes. The assistance is
through special landlord-tenant
agreements by which teens at
risk of homelessness get a new
home.
At age 18, foster children have to
leave their foster home to make
room for new youngsters, Mr.
Greer said. “The kids don’t have
anywhere to go. They have no
credit and no job.”
He says young adults living in his
housing units in downtown
Miami – about 25 so far – are
near a college campus and have a
greater employer pool to find
part-time jobs while they go to
school. 
“Our goal is to induce other
developers to get involved.”



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 99
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings false
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.28000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (SOUTHEAST OFFSET)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1050 1050]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


